
 

September 2011 

Greetings Everyone! 

We have had a beautiful month of September – all round!  Weather, guests, 

animals, new births....... 

And speaking of new births – we have the most precious new baby elephant to 

show you all!  We always seem to forget just how small the creatures are at birth! 

  

Thank you to Raz (ACC) and Graham (Reed Valley) for sharing these beautiful  

shots! 

 

I just LOVE this shot also – a typical stance of celebration and joy for the new 

arrival. 
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Our Rangers have been busy creating a new area that everyone can enjoy once 

our new boat arrives.  We are still keeping our fingers crossed for the boat cruises 

to start early October.  We have created a ‘bush boma’ down by the boat dock.  

We would like to be able to have lunches down there and I think it is going to be a 

nice spot down on the water’s edge.  Thank you to all our Rangers – and Steve! 

For all the hard work  

  

  

  

We have really been taking advantage of the flowers on the reserve and it really 

makes a huge difference for us when we get spoilt with flower fanatics!  We did 

some fantastic walks specifically looking, touching, examining the flowers that 

we have on the Reserve. 
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Hlosi had a really special moment this month when the cheetahs decided to visit 

the lodge!  Not sure who was more excited – the guests or the staff!!! 
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Thank you to Jerome Cuendet & Severine Rossellat for sharing your beautiful photos 

with us.  

  

How BEAUTIFUL is he???!!! 
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As many of you know it was World Rhino Day this past month, and we all got together 

overlooking the reserve to talk about the seriousness of it.  Dr William Fowlds & Brent 

Cook spoke to our guests, staff, Managers, Rangers about facts & figures.  It is a sad 

situation, and everyone needs to do something to help.   

  

  

  

For more information & to see what the Chipembere Foundation is all about, please 

access their link www.chipembere.org 

There is a truly moving story called Geza – The Final Hours written by Dr William 

Fowlds.  One should have a read, because it really puts you in the picture of what 

poaching is really about.  I will attach it for you all to read. 

Lion Roars posted something on Face book where for every click they got, they would 

donate R5 to the Chipembere Foundation.  Thank you all for sharing this link onto your 

own face book pages – especially Candice at Ulovane that got hundreds of clicks within 

the first hour!!!  Really appreciate everyone’s efforts. 

 

http://www.chipembere.org/
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Whilst we are talking about these precious beasts, I mentioned in my July newsletter 

that some of our Colleagues and other Owners on the Reserve got together to take part in 

the cycle Challenge that took place in Botswana.  Cycle Mashatu was also efforts to raise 

money & awareness of Rhino Poaching.  Here I include some news about their 

experience. 

Challenge For A Cause 2011 - Cycle Mashatu 

Published September 23, 2011 12:46  

 

The group of guys and girls, who travelled up to the Mashatu Reserve in Botswana to ride a mountain bike 

through the beautiful terrain in aid of endangered species and the Rhino, are back bearing memories and 

scars. 

It was the second Challenge4aCause to raise funds this year for worthy beneficiaries who in this instance are 

the Chipembere Rhino Foundation and Wildlife Act. Every participant had to pay their way and raise an 

equivalent amount to be donated to the cause. This year‟s group included some partners like my wife who 

placed herself outside her comfort zone and had an experience of a lifetime. 

 

The riding was manageable for the average sole but had some moments that tested the most skilled including 

an endless supply of sandy river beds with rocks strategically places on either side just to make a fall a real 

possibility if you made the smallest mistake. This was compounded by the regular sandy sections and thorns 

from “Thornsville”. If you were on tubes you were dead and even the tubeless bikes with thin tyres, could 

not have had enough tyre sealant in them. 

The daily rides were accompanied by knowledgeable armed guides who also knew how to fix anything that 

went wrong on a bike.  
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One could learn so much from these guys: turning a 29er tube tire into a tubeless one using a 26er tube as 

rim tape, using a normal tube valve as a tubeless valve, not to pump up slow punctures with a bomb if you 

are low on tyre slime as it causes the slime to solidify and become ineffective, that the light weight bright 

coloured presta tubeless valves are useless and break off like twigs, gear settings and more. The most 

important tip for doing the trip is heavy tubeless tyres with a double dose of slime.  

 

The days were hot getting into the 30‟s by 11ish and spreading 5 hours out there in the bush on your bike 

can get pretty tiring in that heat. That, however, was compensated by the short but sweet bucket shower at 

the wilderness camp and a couple of ice cold beers to wash off and down the dust respectively. 

 

The Cycle Mashatu team lead by Greg Bond, Baker(the chef), Slo Joe( bike guide) and Musa (bike guide) 

are a fantastic team who make the fact you are in the bush hardly seem apparent with the food and beverage 

they whip up. Reality strikes when nature calls and you realise that the porcelyn toilet seems a rare privilege. 

 

The camps were often visited by the ample game that you saw on the daily rides in the still of the night. One 

elephant trashed the bush loo with a loud trumpet and kick of the foot. We had leopard and hyena in the 

camps at night so the midnight stroll from the tent was challenging stuff.  

The area is also known as the Land of Giants for its abundance of elephants. This together with cheetah, 

leopard, giraffes (including dead ones above), large and small antelope made for great game viewing on a 

mountain bike. We had close moments with elephants and a lion roaring in a thicket area as the riders 

weaved their way through the single track. He was announcing his presence. About turn and get the hell out 

of there. 

 

The terrain, despite being predominately flat, dished up its fair share of injuries: a badly grazed leg, 8 

stitches in a knee and a sliced ear plus lots of bruises. 

 

The group consisted of people from Cape Town and Port Elizabeth from all walks of life. This is one of the 

great things of such a trip. You meet and network with different people that form a part of the fabric of your 

life in the future. 

 

The aim was to create a buzz for the cause and raise money. The buzz I think we got going as so many more 

people have been sensitized to the causes and above all, close to R 200 000 raised for the beneficiaries. They 

will put it to good use. 

Challenge yourself, get out of your comfort zone, do a Challenge4aCause. 

Well another goose bump moment and a huge well done to everyone!  What a load 
of fun and amazing efforts from you all  

Before I end off here are some words from the guests themselves, on what they 
thought of their experience with us: 

BUKELA 

 „Staff & guides are fantastic, so informative, with a wonderful sense of humour.‟LOVED‟ the click song 

Lukhanyo!  Also the „chefs‟ song!  Great experiences with the animals.  Thanks to everyone.  Geoffrey, 

Chrissie, Chris & Min, Australia 

„This is a special, special place made just perfect by the people here.  We have had the most wonderful stay 

and felt truly looked after like royalty.  Drives were magnificent and Lukhanyo a fab ranger.  Thank you so, 

so much for a wonderful start to our honeymoon‟.  Daniel & Carly Maudsley 
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„Excellent stay!  Wild flowers a wonderful bonus.  Thanks to Hein & all the staff that looked after us so 

well.‟  Rupert & Clair Honour, UK 

HLOSI 

“It was a piece of heaven, Fantastic memories of our stay!” (Anne Phelan - Member of the Irish Parliament) 

“Unforgettable game drives with Diane! Staff & Lodge is fantastic, we really had a great time and enjoyed it!, Thanks 

a lot!” (Cuendet Jerome & Rossellat Severine) – Switzerland 

“Such a lovely stay with lovely people in an amazing place! Thank you!” (Wyss Casine – Switzerland) 

“Lovely views, amazing flowers, brilliant lodge!! – (Ryan & Melissa, Cape Town) 

“Enjoyed every second of our stay! Only bad thing is to leave and go home!” (Jenny Phelan – Ireland) 

“Just lived my dream!! Thanks Hlosi staff!!” (Ricky – Sweden) 

LEEUWENBOSCH 

Leeuwenbosch was kept nice and busy with SAGA groups and the Dynamic Pharmacy Conference.  They had a lovely 

boma evening for the conference people and the highlight of their stay, apart from the game drives, were the choir 

performance by the Leeuwenbosch staff. 

SAGA was a real treat this time, as we had a lovely group in that made it fun for themselves as well for all the staff at 

Leeuwenbosch.  Our boma nights were taken to new level with the performances of the choir and the cultural 

dancers, and the guest teaching everyone British songs and dances!  A good time was had by all. 

άIŀŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜΦ  Keep up the good work.  Amakhala is great.  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜέ  Griet & Gerr, 

Neatherlands, on their 11th visit to Leeuwenbosch! 

άΧΦǿŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΦέ WŀƴŜǘ ϧ WƻƘƴΣ ¦YΣ {!D! 

άΧǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ŀǇŜ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  Sally Swan, UK, SAGA 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ 

holidays. I will be back and pass the word on to all I meetΦέ  Prebai Pilley, South Africa. 

 

From us all, I hope you all have an awesome October! 

Take care, 

Kerry  

 

 


